Dear Harold, June 28, 1972 

I have just received your letter of 6/22 indicatingthat you do not want 
to hear from either Jerry P. or me again, I am sorry that you feel this way. 
However, despite the pain you have apparently felt as a result of my recent 
actions and my longstanding affection for you and Lil, I cannot honestly say 
that I feel that I did anything wrong. 

A relatively short while ago, while going over the list of recently re- 
leased archives documents, I came across several at the end of the list which 
pertained to the autopsy. I sent for them. When I received them I realized 
that they were identical to the ones you had sent me copies of, which you said 
you had gotten frrm th,e Secret Service. Until that time I had not realized 
that they were in the Archives— -in the public domain. While it was obviously 
your extraordinary efforts which forced the Secret Service to release them, 
given that they were in the public domain I feltthat Wecht should see them, 

I sent them to him rather than telling him how to order them. Doubtless many 
others have discovered them by now, given that they were listed the way they 
were in that list of documents, I felt it important that Cyril see them 
given that he may some day view X-rays and Photos in possession of the archives 
and that therefore he should have the advantage of all information publicly 
available. I sent them with a covering letter explaining your role in getting 
them released, and that you had first sent them to me before I ordered them on 
my own. I do not feel that you or anyone else has the right to ask that I 
surpress materials so openly in the public domain as to be described in an 
archives list. Given that by now there are probably some nuts and irrespons- 
ible buffs who have found those items, it would be incredible if Cyril Wecht 
did not. 

While I counselled you to cut yourself off from anyone who you felt was 
hurting you (and still agree with this), as you point out in your letter, I 
also counselled that you had set up rules of the game which made it difficult 
for people to do too many things without hurting you. Recognizing that you 
have independently discovered a vast amount of information in this case, I 
pointed out that others had independently discovered many things too. Because 
something is in your files does not mean that it is not in someone else*s. 

Working around the clock and being close to the archives, not to mention 
being brilliant, you have been the first to discover many items. To claim 
that you own the literary wights, however, would be like claiming the rights 
to information in a newspaper because you got your copy fresh off the presses. 
Your analyses are, and should be, oopywritten, but in neither a legal or 
ethical sense does this preclude others from writing or thinking the same. 

But more important, you cannot copyright documents which are in the public 
domain. As you point out, Harold, I had not been working on the case in any 
serious sense for some time, and yet in meandering through that list from 
the archives and ordering out of curiosity, I came across the douuments I 
sent Wecht, I had no idea they were there since you had not told me where 
they came from. Ned is still under the impression that only you and the 
Secret Service have copies. 

j 

I will send you back all that you have ever sent me, if you still want 
it this way, but it will take time. I would rather not do this if for no 
other reason than that I do not have the time to sort through all my files. 
Furthermore, if you see me as a Judas, what good would my sending back do? 

If I was out to hurt you I could send out copies. 

So, I don’t know what else to say. I do not want to see this long friend- 
ship end as my feelings towards you have not changed. If your being hurt is 
inevitable, however, as a friend I say do anything you feel you need to do to j 

protect yourself. If you do cut off communication I will feel a sense of per- i 

sonal loss. As always, I wish the best for you and Lil. 



